
A FRANCHISE FAILURE WORTH MORE THAN HISTORY 

 

 The Vancouver Canucks are approaching a franchise record that would break history as they lace 

up against the powerhouse New York Rangers Tuesday night, November 8th at Madison Square Garden. 

As the Canucks approach a record breaking loss, rumors have sparked regarding the placement of Jim 

Benning’s coaching staff. With a potential loss in sight, Willie Desjardins and his support bench will be in 

question. The role of head coach, assistant coach, and offensive coordinator are among many that are 

rumored to see a change if the team continues their current display of skill. The Canucks are no longer 

achieving their peak performance as seen in their 2011 Stanley Cup Finals stint; however, in contrast 

have seen statics and speculation placing them in the position of finishing last within the league. With 

the opportunity for a franchise wide rebuild, the state of the Vancouver Canucks is undetermined. One 

question remains, who will be leading and supporting the team on the bench, provided the Vancouver 

Canucks are to meet lackluster dead-last expectations. 

 

The beginning of the downfall 

 

 The Vancouver Canucks faced the LA King’s October 22nd at the Pepsi Center, failing to convert 

in a tight shootout battle. With a loss to the Kings snapping an incredible 4-0 start to the season, the 

Vancouver Canucks were looking for a rebound the following day versus the Anaheim Ducks. With back-

to-back games adding a degree of difficulty and exhaustion, the Canucks were outscored 4-2 in a tough 

loss. This was the end of their short two game road trip, soon to be followed with three home games 

where momentum was expected to shift. Facing the Ottawa Senators, Edmonton Oilers, and 

Washington Capitals in the span of five games, the Vancouver Canucks were in for a tough road ahead. 

Being outscored 10 goals to 2, an embarrassing display of offense and defense, the Vancouver Canucks 

had fallen in each of their home games. This extended their losing streak to five consecutive starts. To 

make matters worse, following a loss to the Washington Capitals, the Vancouver Canucks were sent 

back on the road for 6 games. This road trip would prove to be disastrous for Jim Benning and his 

organization. Back-to-back shutouts, and two high scoring games for the opposition placed the 

Vancouver Canucks at 9 losses in a row. With just one loss away from the painful 10 in a row, the 

franchise may be forced to reassess their current situation. 

 

The depth of the issue 

 

 The Vancouver Canucks’ issue stems deeper than their offensive and defensive unit. With 

expensive contracts holding their cap space low, there is little room for management to make a play 

with its roster. Previous captain, Roberto Luongo, who was traded to the Florida Panthers in 2014 with a 

12-year contract worth $64 million USD is still being paid through the Canucks organization. Retaining 

15% of his yearly salary is a crutch for the team and its caps space. Furthermore, the Vancouver 

organization has found difficulty with its coaching staff, seeing the likes of Alain Vigneault, John 



Tortorella, and Willie Desjardins take charge of the team. With continual coaching changes occurring 

over the span of three years, it is difficult for the Vancouver Canucks to commit to one style. This has 

worked against the success of the team, and ultimately has been a burden to performance. 

Management has always been in question by the surrounding locals of Vancouver. With General 

Manager Mike Gillis recently stepping away from the team, new faces were introduced. The familiar 

Trevor Linden paired with Jim Benning were left in charge of a declining team. Both filled with optimism, 

a number of questionable trades and movements within the league took place. However, the result of 

the new general managerial process is yet to be determined. The young talent in Vancouver and its farm 

team is booming, meanwhile the older players are seemingly not performing to the best of their 

abilities. Whether Jim Benning and his coach Willie Desjardins paired with his support staff are going to 

stay is to with the team is yet to be determined. However, with an abysmal performance plaguing the 

team in the 2016/17 year, change is on the horizon – whether through an adjustment of management, 

players, or talent. 

 

Offensive, defense, and controversy 

 

 The Vancouver Canucks have magic in the Sedin twins; however, it is not enough to carry the 

team. If they want success, every line needs to be performing at peak condition, making plays, fore-

checking, back-checking, throwing pucks towards the net, and winning battles down low. As it stands, 

the team has been falling short in every category aside from goals against.  In their entire 13 games the 

Canucks have scored a mere 22 goals, 10 of which were in their miraculous four game start. This means 

in 9 games there has been 11 goals, just crossing the 1:1 ratio. The offense of the Canucks are falling 

short of success and have been failing to convert. Carrying on with a lackluster performance, the puck 

has crossed the Canucks crease 33 times in their 9 losses. To make matters worse, the organization has 

also faced four shutouts, both of which happened in back-to-back sessions. With poor numbers leading 

the team, there is little hope for the future success of the organization in the near future. All ends of the 

Vancouver Canucks are not firing properly. Coach, support staff, offensive and defensive unit, and 

goaltending are falling apart. The future of the organization will depend on the upcoming challenges 

they face as they look to complete their extended road tour. 


