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History 

The Vancouver Canucks are an ice hockey organization that was founded in 1945 as a part of the Pacific 

Coast Hockey League. With immediate success, the team followed their league in a merger with the 

Western Hockey League in 1952. The team continued to excel within games hosted at their home rink, 

the Pacific National Exhibition, better recognized as The PNE. In 1965, the National Hockey League 

announced its expansion into additional market. With this announcement the Vancouver Canucks 

submit an application that landed them a position within league in the year 1970 as an expansion team. 

Since its acquisition into the league, the Canucks have advanced to compete in the Stanley Cup Playoffs 

many times, seeing themselves within the final three times. In 1994, the Canucks faced the New York 

Rangers in a heated battle for the cup, falling short by one goal in a 7 game series. History repeated 

itself as the Canucks landed themselves in an intense battle against the Boston Bruins in 2011 that saw 

them become defeated a second time in franchise history.  

Location 

The Vancouver Canucks call Rogers Arena, Vancouver, British Columbia their home.  

Ownership and Management 

The Aquilini Investment Group and Francesco Aquilini have been at the forefront of ownership for the 

Vancouver Canucks since 2004. Management of the Canucks has recently seen a change. With the firing 

of General Manager Mike Gillis, the organization has since given Jim Benning control of the team. In 

assistance with Benning, Canucks all-star Trevor Linden is the president of hockey operations and 

alternate governor of the team. 

Coaching 

The Canucks have undergone a three year long consecutive changeup with their coaching staff. In 2011 

when they made their triumphant Stanley Cup Final’s push, the team was headed by Coach Alain 

Vigneault. Since then, the team has undergone a number of shifts on the bench, seeing a change in 

offensive, defensive, and supporting roles with different coaching positions. In its current stance, the 

Vancouver Canucks are led by Jim Benning. 

 



Predictions 

The Vancouver Canucks have been predicted by a number of top professional sports analysts to have a 

less than exciting year. Highlighting the need for a team wide readjustment and rebuilding process. 

Further statistics and simulations have placed the Canucks to finish at an all-time low, with the potential 

to finish dead-last in the league. 

Offense 

The Canucks offense is led by the captain Henrik Sedin, his brother Daniel Sedin, and additional alternate 

captain Alexandre Burrows. The team has a lot of young talent mixed with aged-depth. Players like 

Baertschi, Gaunce, Granlund, Horvat, and Virtanen are the face of the future for the offensive unit. 

Paired with veteran players Burrows, Hansen and Eriksson, the team has a large pool of depth on paper. 

However, the conversion of the offensive unit of the Vancouver Canucks has been slow to start, seeing 

only 35 goals in 17 games. If the team is hoping to make an effect in the 2016/17 season, they are going 

to need to start putting numbers on the boards. 

Defense 

The Canucks defense is led by alternative captain Dan Hamuis. The defensive core for the Vancouver 

Canucks is new to the organization and a part of the youth revolution that Jim Benning is hosting. 

Experience is found in both Hamuis and Edler and is expected to condition the rookies. Hutton, and 

Stecher are amongst most notable new talent that guards the blue line. The Vancouver Canucks have 

been failing to defend their zone and have allowed 55 goals in 17 games. For the Canucks to achieve full 

stride, their defensive unit needs to do a better job of protecting the zone and controlling the neutral 

zone. 

Goaltending 

The Vancouver Canucks have hosted an interesting goalie situation since the Roberto Luongo days. With 

the team seemingly producing fantastic goalies over the year, it has been difficult for the staffing team 

to control. Luongo was traded away in 2014, and in return the organization received youngster 

Markstrom. Additionally, Eddie Lack and Corey Schneider have all been starters for the team over the 

previous years. The Canucks picked up Ryan Miller to tend their crease, a veteran player with great 

experience. However, with the rise of Markstrom, the Canucks have been splitting the start time 

between the two players this season. The current goaltending situation for the Canucks has been 

inconsistent. The team needs to improve offense, defense, and keep the puck out of their net. 

The Streak 

The Vancouver Canucks are on a 9 game losing streak, allowing 33 goals in just 9 games and only netting 

themselves 11. These statistic that cannot continue if the team wants to find success and the offensive 

and defensive unit need to find their stride. The upcoming November 8th game at Madison Square 

Garden will mark history as the franchise approaches the possibility of a horrendous 10 game losing 

streak. With a very poor performance from all ends of the team, the coaching staff behind the 

Vancouver Canucks are in question. Willie Desjardins and his support staff are facing desperation if they 

want to keep their career positions with the organization. 


