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A FRANCHISE FAILURE WORTH MORE THAN HISTORY 
 November 8th, 2016 - Madison Square Garden, Manhattan, New York. Coach Willie 

Desjardins and his support staff are desperate for a win with their career positions on the line. 

As the Vancouver Canucks lace up in a match against the powerhouse offense put forward by 

the New York Rangers, the future of the bench is unknown. A horrible season opening record, 

lack of offensive conversion, and defensive inconsistency are among a few of the problems that 

plague the bench and the team's overall performance. Speculations and rumors of firings are on 

the horizon for the Vancouver Canucks and their coaching staff as they command a 

disappointing record. A win is vital to shatter a franchise losing record and to maintain job 

security for the coaching unit to continue their careers forward with the organization.  

 

With an incredibly hot 4-0 start to the season, the Canucks have fallen cold on their extended 

road trip and are en route to breaking a franchise record of 10 straight losses. Contrast to their 

performance, the New York Rangers hold a league leading 55 goals in 13 games, a five game 

win streak, and an incredible display of coaching from former Canucks leader, Alain Vigneault. 

The Vancouver Canucks are looking to be an unfavorable selection in tonight's matchup.  

 

With a loss for the Vancouver Canucks putting them in contention for last place in the league, 

general manager Jim Benning will face a challenging decision on the future of his team and 

coaching staff. Following a loss, the Vancouver Canucks will likely be searching to fill a number 
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of job openings for head coach, assistant coach, and offensive coordinator - provided the team 

doesn’t turn around their performance. Whether or not the team finds victory, a change is 

necessary for the Organization, and the process is likely to be expedited if they continue with 

their abysmal display of skill, extending their losing to streak to a franchise breaking record of 10 

at Madison Square Garden in New York. 

 


